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DFM is about designing your part so that it’s easy to manufacture and, therefore, less expensive and faster to produce. Here are 
four things to avoid when designing a part for compression molding

 Avoid excessively thick walls. Compression molding supports larger, heavier parts, but parts with thinner walls are less 
expensive to produce. That’s because they require less material and cool more quickly

 Avoid unnecessary undercuts. Compression molding supports recessed or protruding part features, but undercuts require 
ejection mechanisms such as sliders that increase tooling costs

 Avoid sharp corners and sudden changes in wall thickness. Otherwise, the charge may not flow smoothly and uniform 
cooling may be difficult to achieve

 Avoid putting the parting line in a highly visible location, especially if you plan to use a flash mold. Even if your part is not 
cosmetic, it’s important to account for witness lines and the presence of flash.



If your part design is still in development, you may not have considered parting line locations yet. That’s why it helps to partner 
with Fictiv, a provider of compression molding services that provides DFM assistance. You’ll also gain access to a carefully 
vetted network of compression molders.

Is your project a good fit for compression molding? Are you considering 3D printing or maybe even low-volume injection 
molding instead? Fictiv provides all these services and more, so consider us for your next project. Getting started is as simple as 
creating a free account and uploading your part design. 

 
Let’s get started.
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